
Berthoud resident Carl Cushatt
has always owned horses.
Growing up on a Wyoming

ranch, he started riding at age 5, and
his childhood horse, Brownie, was also
his best friend. So when Cushatt picked
up the latest publication of Rocky
Mountain Rider magazine the cover sto-
ry touched his heart and prompted him
into action.

This summer a horrific incident took
place in the Bitterroot-Selway Wilder-
ness in Montana. Two men from Geor-
gia, Curtis Heydon, 37, and his father,
Craig Heydon, 71, took four horses into
the wilderness of Montana to “live off
the land” for a summer. It seems the
men had little to no experience with
horses or living off the land. A ranger
encountered the men on several occa-
sions and warned them that there was
little for the horses to eat in the wilder-
ness, and he tried to help them under-
stand how to correctly pack their hors-
es.    

The men blatantly ignored the
ranger’s advice and on Aug. 1, two trail
riders met up with Curtis Heydon on
the Big Creek Trail. He was on foot and
carrying his saddlebags. He finally ad-

mitted that he had left his
horse up the trail when it
had stopped “for no appar-
ent reason.” The two riders
found the horse six miles up
trail in an appalling state.
The horse, still saddled, was
skin and bones, covered in
sores and biting flies. When
they removed the saddle
they discovered an open
wound so advanced it ex-
posed bone. 

The three other horses
were discovered in a
makeshift pen in a mini-
storage facility in Ravalli
County. None of the four
horses had been shod and were in terri-
ble shape. The emaciated horses were
confiscated and are now being treated at
the Bitter Root Humane Association.

When the Heydons were arraigned in
Ravalli County Court on Aug. 13, Judge
James Bailey asked the men if they
would be willing to donate money to
help with the vet bills and other costs
associated with rehabilitating the hors-
es. The men declined and, after pleading
not guilty, they were let go on $10,000

bond each. A pre-trial is set
for Oct. 9, 2008. 

In Montana, as in many
states, animal cruelty is a
misdemeanor and most cas-
es never go to trial. Cushatt
wants to see Curtis and
Craig Heydon prosecuted to
the full extent of the law
and encourages people to
put pressure on the authori-
ties by writing to the Raval-
li County Attorney’s Office
at 205 Bedford St., Ste C,
Hamilton, MT 59840.

“Horses are an animal
that enjoys working for you
and they don’t ask for much

in return — they are a dedicated ani-
mal. This case burned me up so bad,”
stated Cushatt. After reading the Rocky
Mountain Rider article he began con-
tacting every horse person he knew in
order to inform them about the case. He
also set up the Bitter Root Equine Res-
cue Account at The Bank of the West
(415 Mountain Ave.). People may donate
money to this account at any Bank of
the West branch. The funds will go di-
rectly to the Bitter Root Humane Asso-
ciation located in Hamilton, Mont. The
shelter receives no county funding and

relies exclusively on donations, and car-
ing for four horses has put a strain on
the small facility’s resources.

To see photos of the horses, and read
the original article that spurned
Cushatt into action, visit www.rocky-

mountainrider.com.
Note: The correct spelling of the de-

fendants in this case is Heydon. The
name has appeared in other articles as
Heyden.

Worth
the walk
Ihave been meaning to take my

girls up to the Northern Colorado
Water Conservancy District for a

long time now. I usually plan our walks
around errands that I need to do in
downtown Berthoud, and my “to do”
list has never taken me to the north end

of Fourth
Street. Now I
know that at
least one day a
week I should
forget the er-
rands and ven-
ture north-
ward to the
N.C.W.C.D. 

The North-
ern Colorado
Water Conser-
vancy head-
quarters are
worth the
walk. I mean
really worth
the walk. Not

only are the outside grounds informa-
tive and lovely, there is a real peaceful-
ness about the entire place. I suppose if
you work there you might not feel quite
the same way, but as a visitor I found
the view, the Colorado Big Thompson
Interpretative Area (a large water fea-
ture which depicts the water supply sys-
tem for northern Colorado), the splen-
did gardens, plants and overall
landscape to be restorative. I could take
in the mood even though I had all three
of my preschool-aged daughters with
me. Thankfully the grounds were most-
ly deserted except for some staff mem-

bers who were quietly going about their
work. I found it fascinating to walk
through the flagstone and water inter-
pretative area. It helped me to get a
much better grasp of how our water
gets here than I have ever gotten from
looking at a map. I would have enjoyed
it more, though, if Madeline (4 years
old) and Lydia (3 years old) hadn’t been
obsessed with leaning over and touching

the water. When Madeline mentioned
swimming I figured it was time to move
on.

It would be worth the walk even if
the interpretative area was the only
thing to see. But only a stroll down the
short pathway are the Conservation
Gardens. They are remarkable. They
are laid out in different beds according
to a theme: i.e. prairie garden, perennial
garden, native garden, etc. There is
even a display of artificial turf (which I
at first thought was real). Everything is
labeled. There are maps with clear con-
cise information. There is also an audio
tour that you can take on your cell
phone. I didn’t attempt that though.
Can you imagine me walking around,
cell phone to my ear saying “Ssshh, be
quiet, I am trying to listen to this”

while my girls regaled me with their
normal flood of questions “What’s this?
What do they use that for? Where was
that man going? Did you see that bird?”
All the while Isabella (our 1 1/2-year-
old) would be repeating the word “Hi”
and try to wrench the phone from me. It
would certainly ruin the general air of
calm. As it was though, all three of my
girls seemed to be taken in by the peace-
ful mood of the place. They weren’t
calm exactly, but they were calmer than
I was expecting. Lydia tried to play hide
and seek in the xeriscape garden, and
Madeline decided to run off atop a
grassy hill. They both came back
though, and without much yelling on
my part. Who could blame them? It was
almost too lovely to resist. It made them
want to do more than look at it. It made
them want to interact with it and be a
part of it. 

A little farther back is the Colorado
Plant Select Garden which is full of the
best picks for plants that will do well in
this area. The bright colors of nastur-
tium, zinnia and osteospermum dance
along side feathery grasses (we touched
one variety and it’s downy softness was
wonderful). If you are looking for a spe-
cific plant variety for a spot in your al-
ready established landscape this part of
the Conservancy Gardens is a great re-
source. You can see how these varieties
actually fare in the blazing Colorado
sun instead of how well they thrive in
the commodious environment of a
greenhouse.

We will be adding the N.C.W.C.D. to
our list of walking destinations. It is a
pleasant walk with enough distance to
actually count as exercise and a wonder-
ful spot to have some moments of men-
tal relaxation. It is also a tremendous
source of information about our water
supply and water-wise gardening.
Maybe we’ll see you there. Or maybe for
your sake we won’t. Then you will be
able to enjoy the peaceful atmosphere
for yourself. Happy walking.
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The icing
on the cake

On Sunday, Aug. 24, Kyla Markell
participated in the Colorado State
Fair 4-H Cake Decorating Contest. 

She had one hour to frost and dec-
orate her two-layer cake in the con-
test. Markell was awarded a “Cham-
pion” and a blue ribbon for her
efforts in the Junior Division of Unit
3. 

For her unit she was required to
bake a two-layer cake, frost it, and
decorate it using specific decorating
tips. This was Markell’s first year in
4-H Cake Decorating Unit 3, but she
had studied Unit 1 for the previous
two years. 

Currently, Markell is a member of
the local Berthoud 4-H club “Team
Green” headed up by Barb Hummel.
Quite a few Team Green members
qualified to send their 4-H exhibits
down to state fair this year, which
was quite an achievement.

For more information about the 4-
H State Fair Results, links

http://www.colorado4h.org/events_
opportunities/state_fair/re-
sults/2008/08results.shtml.
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Kyla Markell of Berthoud works on
her blue ribbon cake for the state
fair.
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Carl Cushatt, around age 5, atop a pony and about to go riding with his father.

Horse cruelty case prompts local to action
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The Northern Colorado Water
Conservancy District complex.
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