
By Heidi Kerr-Schlaefer
The Surveyor

The path to becoming an author is-
n’t always clear-cut, and this was cer-
tainly true for Sandi Ault. While work-
ing as a journalist at the Kansas City
Star, Ault was involved in an accident
that left her with severe short-term
memory loss. In order to help improve
her concentration and memory, Ault
began writing a book-length story.
Originally, she hadn’t intended for the
story to be anything but a rehabilita-
tion project, however, the work be-
came her first novel, “Wild Indigo.” 

The novel went on to win the spe-
cial Edgar Award, and made nine best-
seller lists, including the #1 best sell-
ing New Mexico book on Amazon.com.
Ault is now a full-time novelist as well
as a firefighter, residing outside of
Estes Park. She has released a second
novel, “Wild Inferno” and has a third,
“Wild Sorrow,” coming out in Novem-
ber. Ault is currently working on her
forth novel in her mystery series. 

The series features fire fighting and
Native American legend and culture,
stemming from Ault’s real-life experi-
ences. While still living in Kansas,
Ault and her husband frequently trav-
eled to Taos, N. M., where they even-
tually moved. In Taos, a Puebloan
family adopted them, and through this

connection Ault has acquired a trea-
sure trove of Native American knowl-
edge. 

Out of respect for the knowledge
she has gained, Ault does not reveal
specific ritualistic acts in her books,
but rather mixes and matches differ-
ent Native American rituals and
myths, as well as creates some made-
up ones. There are, however, authentic
Native American legends beautifully
sprinkled throughout the series.

Ault’s knowledge of firefighting
comes from personal experience as
well. As a volunteer firefighter and
Fire Information Officer, Ault has an
intimate understanding of the profes-
sion. She also has experience with
raising wolves; the heroine of Ault’s
series, Jamaica Wild, owns an adopted
wolf named Mountain. The wolf plays
a significant role in the character’s life
and in the series.

In the WILD series, Jamaica Wild is
a Resource Protection Agent for the
Bureau of Land Management in
northern New Mexico. At first glance
it may seem a quiet and uneventful
profession, but Jamaica Wild has a
knack for finding trouble. In the first
book, “Wild Indigo,” while Wild is
working as a liaison to a local Native
American Pueblo she witnesses a Na-
tive American man killed by a stam-
pede of buffalo and has a hunch this

death was not a simple accident. Her
investigation leads her into a mire of
secrets and danger.   

In the second book, “Wild Inferno,”
Wild has been called in to work a fire
burning on the New Mexico/Colorado
border. She is assigned to be the liai-
son between the firefighters and a
group of Native Americans who have
gathered to celebrate a rare celestial
event. The group is directly in the
path of the oncoming fire. 

On her first day on duty, Wild is
asked to go after a Ute man named
Grandpa Ned, who has gone into the
forest where the wildfire is raging. In-
stead of finding the old man, she dis-
covers a badly burnt firefighter who
utters the mysterious words to Wild.
“Save the grandmother,” he says and
once again Jamaica Wild embarks on
an adventure must bigger than she
bargained for.

Ault writes with knowledge and
firsthand experience. Her passion for
Native American culture, nature and
animals is apparent throughout her
work. This Saturday at 2 p.m. the
Berthoud Public Library is hosting
Sandi Ault and several firefighters.
Ault will talk about her WILD series,
her life as an author and volunteer
firefighter and sign books. The WILD
series is available through www.sandi-
ault.com or at your local bookstore.  
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By Jennifer Stewart
Thompson School District

Break out the duct tape and brush
off the hot glue gun— it’s that time of
year again. Odysseys of the Mind
teams are now forming in the Love-
land and Berthoud school district. Any
student between the grades of K-12 is
invited to join a team. 

Odyssey of the Mind is an interna-
tional problem solving competition
that challenges students to work to-
gether as a team to solve one of five
problems. Students then present their
solution at the regional tournament in
March. The top teams in each problem
will then move on to the state tourna-
ment in April. The top two teams in
each problem will then be invited to at-
tend World Finals in Ames, Iowa in
May, where they will compete against
teams from 25 countries around the
world. You may find more information
about this exciting program at
www.odysseyofthemind.com. 

Please call your school to find out
who your school sponsor is, or drop
Jennifer Stewart Odyssey of the Mind
coordinator for the Thompson School
District a note at
stewart7940@msn.com and she will
help you find a team for your child.

This year’s problems are: 
Earth Trek — teams will design and

build a small vehicle that will visit four
locations within one or more team-de-
termined environments. Each time the
vehicle leaves a location it will look dif-
ferent in appearance. After leaving one
of the locations it will appear to be a
group of vehicles traveling together.
The team’s performance will incorpo-
rate the visits to the locations, envi-
ronments and changes in appearance
of the vehicle.

Teach Yer Creature — Teams will
create a humorous performance about
a mechanical creature that acts like a
real mammal or bird and learns
lessons. The creature will act like the
real animal by performing tasks the
way it would, including traveling, eat-
ing, or turning its head. It will be
taught two lessons by a Creature
Teacher and will “accidentally” learn a
behavior by observing others. During
the performance the creature will sur-
prise the audience by demonstrating
the “accidental” behavior it learned.

The Lost Labors of Heracles —

Teams will create and present an origi-
nal performance about the ancient
Greek hero Heracles. In Greek Mythol-
ogy, King Eurytheus ordered Heracles
to perform 12 labors. The team will
reenact Heracles performing one of the
12 labors, as well as a Lost Labor — a
team-created 13th labor forgotten in
history. The performance will also in-
clude a god or goddess from Greek
Mythology, an original mythological
creature that plays a role in the
Lost Labor, and the team’s version of
why the Lost Labor was forgotten in
history.

Shock Waves — The problem is to
design and build a structure out of bal-
sa wood and glue that will balance and
support as much weight as possible
while absorbing shockwaves. The team
will test its structure by placing
weights onto it. During specific inter-
vals the team will place one or two
spacers on the top weight and will then
place a weight on them. The team will
remove the spacers so the top weight
falls onto the stack causing a shock-
wave. The team will add weight until
its structure breaks or time ends. The
team will also create and use an origi-
nal method to place its structure onto
the tester and will incorporate the
testing of the structure into a perfor-
mance.

Superstition — The problem is to
create and present a performance that
includes two documented supersti-
tions, an original superstition created
by the team, and the events that
caused the original superstition to
come to be. The performance will also
include a funny narrator, a costume
that is worn by two or more team
members at the same time, and a stage
set. During the performance the same
stage set items will be used to change
from one setting to another. 

Primary for K-2 only  
The Candy Factory — In this prob-

lem teams will create and present a
performance about a candy maker and
her/his factory. The twist is that the
primary ingredient for each type of
candy has to be something that is
healthy. The team will create a setting
that looks like the inside of its candy
factory and have five samples of can-
dies. During the performance the Can-
dy Maker will present the candies to
customers and explain how each is
made.

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
Our Berthoud community needs

your support. With the economy
taking a turn for the worse, many
are on the verge of losing their
homes, businesses, or even the
hope to face another day. A group
of volunteers in our community
wants to join with you to find a way
to help, and are developing an op-
portunity for everyone to join in.

This year the need is greater
than ever before, and we need
everyone’s help. Volunteers have
teamed up with the Berthoud Area
Chamber of Commerce and plan to
develop an entire community
event that will be called “Christmas
in Berthoud 2008.” We hope that
every child, resident, business
owner and organization will have
an opportunity to make a differ-
ence in the life of a child or family
near us.
Our vision:

Teaming together to touch our
community with love by raising
money to help families in need pur-
chase gifts for their children for
Christmas and groceries for a holi-
day dinner. Our Berthoud Commu-
nity ... donating our time, talents,
and financial resources to give
back and give hope.
Our event:

The majority of events will be
held on Saturday, Dec. 6, but busi-
nesses and organizations can con-
tinue fundraising efforts until Dec.
18 — representing the 12 Days of
Christmas. The collection of funds
deadline will be on Dec. 18 with a
goal of all gifts being delivered by
Dec. 20.

The goal is similar to a progres-
sive dinner where attendees could
visit a multitude of places through-
out the weekend with activities and
great shopping opportunities. Each
group could design their own part,
but should let the Christmas in
Berthoud Team know about it so
your event can be publicized with
the rest.
Christmas in Berthoud 2008 Fund:

This is a centralized fund that re-
ceives contributions from all as-
pects of the community in order to
provide help for hurting families
this Christmas in our Berthoud
area. Funds will be collected at
Home State Bank.

The goal this year for the
Berthoud community is to raise
$15,000 in which 100 percent of
the funds will be distributed to
families in our area. Families are
selected by a team who will be re-
ceiving nominations from the
Berthoud School counselors, House
of Neighborly Services and other
organizations. Each family that is
nominated to benefit from this
fund will receive a gift certificate
for food in addition to one check
per child for the parent to purchase
Christmas gifts for that child. Funds
will be overseen and managed by
Roger Bates CPA/PFS and his team.

If you know of someone who
needs to be considered to be a re-

cipient of this fund, please e-mail
Kim Land at kland@graceplace.org.
Our request:

Please volunteer your time
and/or your resources. There is a
tentative list of events that are
scheduled, as well as a listing of
charitable event ideas that your
group could develop. (Keep in mind
that the calendar may change as
more organizations and businesses
develop their plans.)

We hope you will consider volun-
teering or making a tax-deductible
donation to Christmas in Berthoud
2008 Fund. We thank you in ad-
vance for whatever donation you
can give. A donation of even $5
would make a difference. If every-
one in the Berthoud area donated
$5, we could have over $25,000 to
help our hurting families.

Checks should be payable to
Christmas in Berthoud 2008. If you

need a receipt, your check can
serve as your receipt. If you’re do-
nating cash, you can drop off your
cash and/or check to Home State
Bank at 310 Mountain Ave. and the
bank will issue you a receipt for
your deposit. If you’d like to mail
your check, please address your
envelope to Home State Bank, c/o
Christmas in Berthoud 2008, P.O.
Box 719, Berthoud, CO 80513.

Thank you very much for your
support to help our hurting fami-
lies. Together we can make a differ-
ence.

Tentative Events on Saturday,
December 6, 2008:

• 7-10:30 a.m. Breakfast(s)
scheduled in many different
restaurants and organizations —
need business, group or organiza-
tion to host 9 a.m. shop all day in
Berthoud and enjoy classes, crafts,
concerts, etc.

• Photos with Santa – need
group/organization to host this and
volunteers to help with photos and
children.

• Raffle tickets on sale for large
donated item(s) — need business
to host location for raffle and spon-
sors for donations, raffle tickets,
table, bowl, and volunteers to work
event.

• Bake Sale — needs group(s) to
organize and provide baked goods

• Book & Gift Sale at Grace
Place Church Bookstore — need at-
tendees

10 a.m. — Children can make

holiday gifts — need group/organi-
zation to host this, there could be
many events like this around town.

11 a.m.-2 p.m. — Lunch(es)
scheduled in many different
restaurants/organizations — need
business, group or organization to
host

2-5 p.m. — Concert at Grace
Place Church – various
musicians/bands will be performing

4-9 p.m. — Dinner(s) scheduled
in many different restaurants/orga-
nizations — need business, group
or organization to host dinner(s).

5:15 p.m. — Christmas in
Berthoud 2008 Parade — Santa ar-
rives (Old-Fashioned Santa suit
available).

5:30 p.m — Fickel Park Tree
Lighting — need sponsor for deco-
rations and lighting

• Candle lighting ceremony with
caroling — need sponsor for can-
dles and lighters.

• Hot apple cider and hot choco-
late — need sponsor for bever-
ages.

• 6-8 p.m. — Soup dinner &
Christmas beverages — Lighthouse
Café at Grace Place Church.

• Dinner(s) scheduled in many
different restaurants/organizations
- need business, group or organiza-
tion to host.

7 p.m. — Concert at Grace Place
Church — various musicians/bands
will be performing.

7 p.m. — Evening entertainment
— need group/organization to help
with this (there could be many dif-
ferent types of performances
around town)
Business/Organizations Event
Ideas

If you would like your event pub-
licized and listed on the Christmas
in Berthoud 2008 Events Calendar,
please contact Alice Von Seggern
at 970-532-5254 or
vonsegg@msn.com.

Businesses should consider be-
ing open Saturday 9 a.m.-8 p.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 6 as well as running
holiday promotions to attract cus-
tomers during the weekend event
and the following 12 Days of
Christmas.

For more information and an up-
dated listing of events and details
go to the Chamber Web site at
www.berthoudcolorado.com or call
the Chamber at 532-4200.

• Want to be a corporate spon-
sor or offer FREE publicity for the
event? E-mail Melisa O’Leary.

• Want to publicize your
event/activity/meal? Contact Alice
Von Seggern.

• Want to volunteer or host an
event and you’re not sure where to
plug in? Contact Pam Wilcox.

• Want to help distribute gifts at
the end of the event? Contact Janet
Jamerson.

• All other questions, contact
Don Dana at the Chamber AT 532-
4200 or Alice Von Seggern.

Christmas in Berthoud 2008

OBITUARY
Vernon Lee Austin of Berthoud,

Colorado died Oct. 19, 2008, at Long-
mont United Hospital. He was 77.

Vernon was born May 25, 1931, in
Edson, Kan., to Virl Othole Austin and
Myrtle Sponsel Austin.

Vernon married Natalie Shimeall on
Oct. 13, 1949, in Burlington, Colo.  

Vernon began a commercial and res-
idential painting career after finishing
school. His business success led to pro-
vide for businesses and individuals
over the entire western Kansas and
eastern Colorado region. He retired in
1981.  

Vernon was a member of the St.
Francis of Assisi Catholic Community,
the Elks Lodge and Knights of Colum-
bus, both of Goodland, Kan.

The Austins moved to Berthoud in
2000 to be closer to their family. Ver-
non adored his grandchildren and fol-
lowed all of the sports and activities
they were involved in. He was a talent-
ed “pitch” player and enjoyed setting
up the card game at all family gather-
ings. He was an enthusiastic NASCAR
fan.

Preceding him in death were a
daughter, Becky Major; a sister, Janet
Franke; and a brother, Robert Austin
and grandson Gary Lynn Austin.

Surviving are his wife of Berthoud;

his mother of
Goodland, Kan.; a
son, Kenny
Austin and
Stephanie Gharst
of Hobe Sound,
Fla.; three daugh-
ters, Linda Mc-
Cartee and her
husband, Don of
Grand Junction,
Vickie Kruise and
her husband,
Mike of Longmont, and Terri Windell
and her husband, Gary of Mesa, Ariz.;
son in law, Mike Major of Berthoud;
two brothers, Kreighton Austin of
Goodland, Kan., and Ronnie Austin of
Streetman, Texas; 13 grandchildren,
and eight great grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
held at 10:30 a.m., Friday, Oct. 24 at
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Commu-
nity, 2410 Trade Centre Ave., Long-
mont, Colo., with the Reverend Frank
Maroney as Celebrant. Interment will
follow at Greenlawn Cemetery,
Berthoud.

Contributions may be made to the
Vernon Austin Memorial Fund, c/o
Howe Mortuary, 439 Coffman St.,
Longmont, CO 80501.

Please share your thoughts, memo-
ries and condolences with the family at
www.howemortuary.com. 

Vernon Lee Austin

Local author highlights firefighting in mystery series
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Author Sandi Ault and her wolf Tiwa. Ault's third book in her Jamaica Wild
mystery series, "Wild Sorrow" arrives in bookstores this March.

The Odyssey beginsWorkforce Center
receives recognition

The Larimer County Workforce Center has received
the Foothills Award, the second step in the Malcolm
Baldrige/Continuous Improvement process. The Work-
force Center received this award after undergoing a CPEx
(Colorado Performance Excellence) assessment and feed-
back process, which evaluated improvement in the Work-

force Center’s Employment Center. 
According to Joni Friedman, Larimer County Work-

force Center director, “The assessment and feedback
process for the Foothills Award has helped our agency to
focus on continuous improvement in a specific depart-
ment, the results of which can now begin to be applied
agency-wide to benefit all of our customers.”  

CPEx is a statewide program dedicated to enabling
Colorado organizations to evolve and succeed through the
effective application of the principles and practices em-
bodied in the Baldrige Criteria for Performance Excel-
lence. 


