
Local author
draws atten-
tion to plight
of unwanted
animals
By Heidi Kerr-Schlaefer
The Surveyor

Elaine Marlier hasn’t always been an
author. In fact, this new career comes as
a surprise to this thirty-year veteran of
retail sales. “I’ve always had a passion
for writing, but it wasn’t until I went to
work at Petco that I combined my writ-
ing passion with my compassion for ani-
mals. That’s how the series of books
came about,” stated Marlier. 

Marlier claims she was originally just
a cat-person. “I was always on the go, al-
ways busy,” stated Marlier. Cats were the
best fit for her hectic lifestyle. Fate had
other plans for this professed cat-person.
While living an Atlanta, Marlier and a
friend were shopping at a flea market
when something interesting caught their
attention. One of the vendors was giving
away a litter of puppies. “I was looking
at an armoire and my friend was looking
at the puppies,” remembered Marlier. 

When Marlier finally joined her
friend. “It was the last puppy they had;
all the others had been given away. I held
that puppy in my hand and all of a sud-
den I was in love,” stated Marlier. Of
course, the puppy went home with Marli-
er. “Obviously we were destined to be to-
gether. She was the last puppy at the flea
market. I was destined to be there at
that particular time and we were des-
tined to be together,” said Marlier, who
named the puppy Destiny. 

Destiny changed Marlier’s life; she
was able to settle down and enjoy the
simple things. “She changed my life and
brought out my compassion for animals,”
said Marlier. Three more dogs have
joined Destiny and Marlier’s two cats.   

While working at Petco, Marlier be-
came acquainted with an assortment of
volunteers who worked at various local
shelters. They would bring pets from
their shelters to the store; they also
brought stories. Through these relation-
ships and stories Marlier began to form
the idea of writing a book about the joy
of adopting a rescue animal. 

The idea became reality and Marlier
has now published two books in her
“Without a Home” series. Currently
there are two books, with a third on the
way. One book is dedicated to cats, an-
other to dogs and the book due out at the
end of November is dedicated to small
animals, such as rabbits, chinchillas,

rats, hamsters and ferrets. Next on Mar-
lier’s agenda is to write a fourth book in
the series, dedicated to horses. 

Judith Angell Meyer, who illustrates
the “Without a Home Series,” has just
won a national competition for her illus-
tration of Reggie the rat, appearing in
the small animal edition of the “Without
a Home” series. Meyer lives in Greeley,
Colo. 

“We wanted to target the young adult
audience because they are the one’s who
will be running the country in the fu-
ture. We think if we can reach out to
these kids now, get them to read these
books, hopefully touch their hearts, get

them to volunteer their after school
hours or summer vacations at shelters
and get more involved with animals and
rescue now, that same love and compas-
sion that we can help develop with them
in animals will follow them as they grow
up,” said Marlier, who believes compas-
sion for animals is followed by compas-
sion towards human beings.

The books tell stories of cats and dogs
who have ended up at a shelter. Each sto-
ry is different and has been inspired by
stories Marlier heard from rescue volun-
teers. The stories can be sad, but they
have happy endings. Each story is told
from multiple perspectives, even the ani-
mal’s perceptive, making the books relat-
able to younger readers. The target audi-
ence is teens and pre-teens, but the story
could be read aloud to a younger audi-
ence. 

One particularly memorable story is
of Yogi, a black and white dog with over-
sized ears. Yogi is one of those unfortu-
nate dogs who continues ending up at
shelters. We join the story as Yogi has al-
ready been in a shelter for a month. A
new family adopts him, but after several
good years, the mother and father di-
vorce and Yogi finds himself at another
shelter. A young college student soon
finds him and takes him home, but after
four days she brings him back, claiming
he was unruly. Realistically, the young
woman wasn’t ready for the responsibili-
ties of a dog. Yogi’s story is not uncom-
mon and in fact, was inspired by the
plight of a real dog.  

Marlier recently appeared on Pet Talk
Radio with Harrison Forbes. To hear the
in-depth interview visit www.harrison-
forbes.com, click on Departments and
then on Podcasts. The interview was con-
ducted on September 27, 2008. 

The “Without a Home” series is avail-
able through Marlier’s Web site,

www.dnjbooks.com, or you may order a
copy through your local bookstore. Marli-
er is donating 15 percent of the profits of
her book sales to pet shelters across the

country. Shelters who wish to sell the se-
ries may purchase the books at a dis-
counted rate.
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Animal cruelty
in our own
neighborhood
By Heidi Kerr-Schlaefer
The Surveyor

As an update to the Sept. 24 story
about the abused horses in Montana, all
four horses are recovering, but two may
lose their eyesight due to biting flies. A
horse named “Diamond” has the most
severe wounds and his recovery process
has been agonizingly slow. The court
case against the horses’ owners, Craig
and Curtis Haydon, is still set for Octo-
ber 10, 2008, in Ravalli County, Mont.

While researching the horse cruelty
case in Montana, I began to study ani-
mal cruelty as it relates to Colorado and
Larimer County. The Larimer Humane
Society is a wonderful source of infor-
mation regarding everything connected
to animals. The Society’s Web site,
www.larimerhumane.org, provides links
to all local ordinances regarding ani-
mals and also information on licensing.

In Colorado, as in most states, the
rules regarding animal control, licens-
ing and abuse differ between jurisdic-
tions. This means sentencing may vary
between a suspected abuse case in
Larimer County and the same kind of
case in Baca County. 

In Larimer County (including Ft.

Collins, Loveland and Berthoud) an ani-
mal must be provided with proper shel-
ter, food, and veterinary care in accor-
dance with the species of the animal. An
animal cannot be beaten, killed, over-
worked or otherwise mistreated and dog
fighting and cockfighting is prohibited.
Animals must always be transported in
a safe manner so as not to endanger the
life or health of the animal. Abandon-
ment of an animal is also unlawful.

When NFL star Michael Vick was
jailed in the highly publicized dog-fight-
ing case in 2007, people involved in ani-
mal shelters and rescue organizations
were pleased and surprised. Vick is cur-
rently serving a 23-month prison sen-
tence for criminal conspiracy resulting
from lying felonious dog fighting. Across
the country the penalty in animal cruel-
ty cases is at most a misdemeanor re-
sulting in a fine and jail time is rarely
served.

In 2007, the Larimer Humane Soci-
ety responded to 26,474 calls and 6,354
of those resulted in an investigation and
welfare check on an animal or animals.
In the same year only seven cases of an-
imal cruelty came before the courts in
Larimer County. 

The Larimer Humane Society’s Ani-
mal Protection and Control Department
has an online form where citizens may
report an incident or suspected incident
of animal cruelty or neglect. In an emer-
gency or to contact the department di-
rectly, call 970-226-3637. In the case of a
suspected animal abuse or neglect case
within the Town of Berthoud, residents
should contact the Berthoud Police De-
partment at 970-532-2611.    
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Author Elaine Marlier poses with
some of her dogs. The local author
has combined a passion for writing
with compassion for animals. 


