
Fort Collins resident, Michael
Guerriero, likes to have a
good time and he has turned

his passion for partying into a book
called, “Party Across America! 101 of

the Greatest
Festivals,
Sporting
Events, and
Celebrations in
the U.S.”

Originally
from Pennsyl-
vania, after col-
lege, Guerriero
moved to Lake
Tahoe to work
a little and play
a lot. While liv-
ing in Tahoe,
he and his
friends would
road trip back
to the East

Coast. To make the trip less daunting
and a lot more entertaining, the
group timed their trips with various
festivals. 

“We wanted to
make it as much of
a crazy, fun road
trip across the coun-
try as possible. We
would stop in ran-
dom states and go to
some sort of party
or celebration that
we’d found online or
always wanted to go
to,” stated Guer-
riero. These zigzag-
ging cross-country
trips set the back-
drop for his future
book. 

“When it was
time to get a real job
I wanted to move
somewhere with ski-
ing and that’s how I
ended up in Col-
orado,” said Guer-
riero. He went to
work for Fortune
500 pharmaceutical
company, but never lost his love of a
good party.

“I was at the Memphis Blues Festi-
val in 2006, for my bachelor party. I
remember sitting there, at a bar-
beque joint, and the idea just kind of
hit me. What if I made a guide to the
best celebration in the U.S.?” said
Guerriero.

His idea for the party guide contin-
ued to simmer, and then, in May

2008, Guerriero was laid off. He used
this unfortunate circumstance to his
advantage and began working relent-
lessly to turn his passion for the par-
ty book into a reality. Clearly Guer-
riero has been to a lot of parties and
celebrations, so experience wasn’t a
problem, however one small issue
stood in his way — he was not a
writer, but he wasn’t about to turn
his back on his party book epiphany.

“I’ve always enjoyed writing, but I
was sort of like someone who liked
playing softball but never tried out
for the team,” said Guerriero. “I put
together a proposal, got a book on
agents and started sending out the
proposal.” Many agents told Guer-
riero to “jump in a lake” because of
his lack of writing experience, but
one agent liked the idea and decided
to take a chance on Guerriero.

Guerriero used a three-part formu-
la to decide what events would be in-
cluded in the book. “The energy level
of the event had to be through the
roof, with people looking forward to
the event all year long. Attendance

played a role;
most of the
events in the
book are at-
tended by thou-
sands. The
third is the
uniqueness of
the event. And
a lot of it had
to do with
whether I got
to the event
and how much
I enjoyed it,”
said Guerriero. 

The Gaspar-
illa Pirate Fes-
tival held each
January in
Tampa, Fla., is
Guerriero’s fa-
vorite festival

in the book.
“The largest,
fully function-
ing pirate ship

in the world comes sailing into Tam-
pa Bay and it is just nuts. The mayor
of Tampa comes aboard and surren-
ders the keys to the city — it’s recre-
ating an actual event that hap-
pened,” he explained. “From there
it’s a 500,000 person parade from the
bay down the longest continual side-
walk in the U.S. Once the parade hits
downtown Tampa it’s craziness all
night. It was a blast.” 

The book includes huge events,
such as the Gasparilla Pirate Festi-
val, and obscure events like the Testi-
cle Festival in Clinton, Montana.
Each event in the book is summa-
rized and includes ticket prices,
where to stay, how to get there, what
to pack and party tips. 

The publishing of the book is well
timed; 55 percent of U.S. residents
say they will take fewer trips in 2009,
than they have in the past, and 67
percent of U.S. residents say they will
only take weekend trips instead of
the standard two week vacation. This
past summer, the word “Staycation”
has been used frequently. It refers to
a vacation closer to home and the
popularity of these “staycations” has
risen due to high gas prices and eco-
nomic hardships.

For Coloradan’s planning to stay
close to home this coming year, Guer-
rioro highlights five Colorado festi-
vals and several in surrounding
states. And even if you can’t make it
to the Punkin Chunkin World Cham-
pionships, held in Bridgeville, Del.
each November, you can take an arm-
chair tour of the somewhat messy,

and comical event by reading “Party
Across America! 101 of the Greatest
Festivals, Sporting Events, and Cele-
brations in the U.S.”

The book will be available nation-
wide in November at Barnes & Noble
and Borders. Currently, you can pre-
order the book at Amazon.com. Visit
www.partyacrossamericabook.com to
learn more or share your own party
experiences at www.partyacrossamer-
ica.blogspot.com.
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Michael Guerriero takes a break from
partying across America.

Let the party start, America
By Heidi Kerr-Schlaefer
The Surveyor

Who hasn’t dreamed of being in a
band? For four young Berthoud people,
that dream is their reality. The band is
made up of Berthoud High School sen-
iors Stephanie Krueger, vocals, and Er-
ick Tapia, lead guitar. Two more
Berthoud graduates round off the group
— Casey Brewster, bass, and Chris
Scott, drums.

The band members met while they
were students at the high school. The
four musically gifted students decided to
participate in a high school Battle of the
Bands. “We were only going to do it for
one show,” said Tapia. “We had just
planned to be a cover band, but I had ac-
tually written some original songs.” 

The original songs went over well
with the Battle of the Bands crowd and,
after seeing the crowd’s positive reac-
tion, the group decided to form a band.
The band has now been together for six
months. “After playing Berthoud Day
we’ve been playing a lot more shows,
like Battle of the Bands in Denver,” said
Krueger. 

The mystifying name, “Filtermist,”
remains mysterious even after the band
members explain the origins. “We prac-

tice in an industrial warehouse,” ex-
plained Krueger. “There’s this weird
looking machine there,” added Tapia.
“We were trying to figure out a band
name when we noticed the name ‘Filter-
mist’ on the side of this machine, and we
said, ‘that’s a good name.’” The band
did their homework and, when they dis-
covered there wasn’t a copyright on the
name, the foursome officially became
Filtermist. “We still have no idea what
that machine does,” said Krueger.

The band members have a variety of
musical influences and backgrounds.
“We listen to everything, seriously,” said
Krueger. “I’ve always sung and played
guitar, I can’t really remember a time
when I didn’t.” Krueger started per-
forming publicly as a child with the
Longmont Children’s choral. 

“I’m more pop, funk — I want to
dance — or I’m very hard core,” stated
Brewster, whose initial musical interest
started with mixing dance music. “I saw
a friend play in a show and thought it
looked fun and began wishing I had a
bass. So I picked up a bass and started
playing it. No one in my family is really
musical — the closest thing I have is my
grandpa thinking he’s Elvis,” laughed
Brewster.

“Chris Scott has been in a number of

bands,” said Tapia. “He used to be all
about guitar, he took voice lessons too.
But one day, when I was with another
band, we had a skate park show and
Chris put on a drummer’s drum set and
started playing, and he was actually re-
ally good. So then, a year later, when I
joined this band we were looking for a
drummer and Chris came to mind.”

“Chris is always driven by a beat.
There’s always something musical going
on in his head,” added Krueger. Chris
Scott, who couldn’t make the interview
because he is a student at the University
of Northern Colorado, is “usually the
one who adds the tweaks to our songs,”
said Brewster. The entire group partici-
pates in writing songs.

“I first started with the acoustic gui-
tar for about two years, then my mom
bought me my first distortion pedal for
my electric guitar, and after that I’ve
mostly played electric,” said Tapia who
has been playing since he was nine years

old. 
“My mom’s a pretty big influence in

my music, and if it wasn’t for her I prob-
ably wouldn’t have picked up a guitar,”
said Tapia. Patty Tapia is the closest
thing the band has to a manager and the
band is thankful for her support and in-
volvement. “Both my parents have
helped out a lot,” said Tapia.  

“We’re in the studio right now finish-
ing up our album,” said Krueger.
“That’s our first priority.” The CD will
be self-titled and the band hopes to de-
but the album in December. An exciting
future is unfolding for Filtermist. The
group members’ positive energy and en-
thusiasm is clearly evident, and it isn’t
hard to imagine great things in store for
Filtermist. “We can’t talk about every-
thing going on right now because we
don’t want to jinx it,” said Tapia. 

Hear the unique sound of Filtermist,
and keep in touch by visiting their Web
site at www.myspace.com/Filtermist02.
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An exciting future unfolding for Berthoud band Filtermist
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The members of Filtermist ponder their musical future in relative quiet.  

Who you gonna call?
Enjoy two of the wackiest ghost

movies ever made, when the Rialto
Theater holds a special double feature
of Ghostbusters and Ghostbusters II
on Halloween night, Friday, Oct. 31 be-
ginning at 7 p.m. The Rialto Theater is
located in downtown Loveland at 228
E. Fourth Street. Dress up as your best
ghost, goblin or other favorite creation,

for a costume contest at the beginning
of the night. There will be a brief inter-
mission in between the two films.

Ghostbusters and Ghostbusters II
are rated PG. Tickets are $8 for adults
and $7 for seniors/students and can be
purchased in advance at the box office,
228 E. Fourth Street, by phone 970-
962-2120, at the door, or online at
www.cityofloveland.org.

Ghosts at the Rialto Theater?


