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As a former resident of the Tinsletown,
Troy Cook worked as a child actor and
eventually went to work as a cameraman
and then movie director. He wrote and di-
rected movies for 15 years and his work
took him all over the world, including
crime-ridden Russia.

Loveland, Colo. is a
long way from the
bright lights of Holly-
wood, and on most days
Cook prefers it that
way. However, his past
experiences in the film
industry serve him well
in his new profession as
an author.

After leaving Cali-
fornia, 10 years ago,
Cook started a house
painting company in

Loveland, but he soon began to miss his
creative side. About five years ago he decid-
ed to write a novel. “I’d always wanted to
give it a try, and it has worked out pretty
good so far,” said Cook.

“Screenplays are about one-third the
length of a novel. Novels are a lot more in-
tricate. I studied up on how to do what I
wanted to do, and then I started thinking
about the things I like when
I’m reading,” explained Cook.
“I like things that make me
laugh and that is why I wrote
a book with a lot of humor in
it. But I also wanted it to be a
genre-type piece so it was ac-
cessible to the largest number
of people.” 

Cook wanted to write mys-
tery novels about criminals be-
cause, “they (criminals) are
humorous by nature ? often
they are stupid and the things
they do often lend themselves
to humor in the story.” But
this wasn’t the only reason
Cook decided to write about
criminals ? he has first-hand experience
with the criminal world. As it turns out the
movie business is a good way to launder
money and, during his years in the movie
industry, Cook brushed shoulders with
more than a few mafia-types, inside and
outside of the United States. 

With his ambition in sync with a plan of
attack, Cook wrote his first book, “47 Rules
of Highly Effective Bank Robbers.” It went
on to receive critical acclaim and numerous
book award nominations and wins, includ-
ing the #1 “Killer Pick” by the Indepen-
dent Mystery Book Seller’s Assn., and a
Silver Evvy Award. Publishers Weekly
called the book, “An Indie Surprise,” and
Library Journal’s review read, “A literary
jewel. Don’t miss it.”  

But the success of Cook’s first book
wasn’t just good luck. “A lot of authors
think I’m very lucky, and I am lucky, but I
also work really hard to get my books out
to the right places,” said Cook. “Luck does
play a part, but working hard to spread the

word makes it possible for that luck to hap-
pen, or at least make it a lot more likely.” 

As soon as Cook’s first book hit stores,
he hit the pavement. On his first book tour
he visited 100 bookstores across the coun-
try. When his second book, “The One
Minute Assassin,” was published in Sep-
tember 2007, Cook didn’t slow his market-
ing campaign. He has now visited over 200
bookstores, and he attends book and au-
thor conventions across the country. He
also enjoys giving presentations to local
book clubs and writer groups. 

Cook considers his job as a writer an
artistic and business venture. “It is a busi-
ness. It’s similar to the movie business.
They don’t make a creative motion picture
to have it not make money. They always
want it to make money. So you have to
marry the interesting creative ideas with
stuff people want to see. It has to be some-
thing people want to see, want to read,
want to hear, depending on whatever art
you are doing ? if you want it to be success-
ful you must marry the two,” said Cook.  

All of Cook’s book titles have been in-
spired by the title of a famous business
book titled. “It’s a hook.” It’s the same
thing we’d do on movie posters, a tagline to
make people interested to see the movie.
So I was thinking of this from a marketing
standpoint,” explained Cook. 

From 90-year-old grannies to 13-year-
old boys, Cook’s books appeal
to a wide audience. His first
book has been translated into
several languages, though
Cook has no idea if the humor
in his stories translates well to
a foreign audience. While at-
tending a mystery convention
this past year, Cook was ap-
proached by a Japanese fan
clutching the Japanese ver-
sion of “47 Rules.” It was the
first time Cook had the oppor-
tunity to see a translated ver-
sion of his book. “It was a real
treat for me,” stated Cook.     

Perhaps the most exciting
development in Cook’s career as a novelist
has just become public. “I’ve had some suc-
cess with movie companies interested in
my novels ? not from my old contacts in
the business because I’ve been out of that
for 10 years. I think because I write in a
way that helps people visualize the story, it
helps Hollywood visualize the story too. So
I was lucky enough to have several compa-
nies want the rights to the first novel,”
said Cook. 

Hollywood director, Richard Gladstein,
and his production company, FilmColony,
have acquired the film rights to “47 Rules
of Highly Effective Bank Robbers.” Glad-
stein’s credits include “Bourne Identity,”
“Cider House Rules,” “Finding Never-
land,” “Reservoir Dogs,” “Pulp Fiction”
and “Jackie Brown.” The company is cur-
rently packaging director, writer and cast
for the big screen adaptation of Cook’s first
novel. 

Cook’s third novel, “The Criminal Next
Door,” is due out in July 2009. Learn more
at www.troycook.net. 

Berthoud Weekly Surveyor   December 3, 2008 PPaaggee  AA77

By Heidi Kerr-Schlaefer
The Surveyor

The name of this art show may
sound a little risqué, but it’s slightly
misleading. 

The “breast art show” was an idea
developed by the friends of Heather
Janssen. This past summer, Janssen,
mother of four, was diagnosed with
advanced breast cancer. She has been
documenting her battle on a blog and
in her magazine, “get born,” profiled
in the Aug. 27, 2008, issue of the Sur-
veyor.     

Janssen’s friend, Keri March-King
had heard about a “Breast Art Show”
in Oregon and decided to put together
a similar show in Loveland. The idea
originated as a way to raise money for
breast cancer awareness and re-
search. March-King approached Su-
san Richards, another friend of
Janssen, about holding the painting
party and subsequent art show at
Richards’ gallery, Sage Moon Origi-
nals.

A gathering of women only, includ-
ing Janssen, participated in the paint-
ing party at Sage Moon. Breast art is
a precise description of how the art is
created. The women/artists used their
breasts as paint brushes to create
their paintings — the same paintings
that will be sold at “The Breast Art
Show Ever” this weekend

“Everyone brought supplies and
food and wine. There was a lot of
wine. We wanted to make sure every-
body was comfortable about the whole
thing,” laughed Richards. “It was a
really fun night. It
was pretty amazing,
everyone’s imagina-
tion and the variety
of work they came
up with.”

From the surreal
to the straightfor-
ward, many inspira-
tional and quirky
paintings were creat-
ed throughout the
evening. One of
Richards’ favorite
paintings features
two big purple birds
and is named “Boobs
of a Feather.” 

“We definitely had
a mix of ladies who
were artistic either

by trade or whatnot, and some who
claimed they weren’t, but everyone
used great colors and fun themes,”
stated Richards. Other paintings in-
clude a full moon over a lake with a
matching moon reflection, a frog with
two large eyes, a bicycle with two
round wheels, and many more. 

These paintings will be sold during
“The Breast Art Show Ever” with the
proceeds going towards breast cancer
awareness/research. Each painting
will cost $100, but for every additional
$10 paid, the customer will receive
tickets to put in a drawing for gifts
and artwork. 

Janssen, the inspiration for the
show, has recently undergone surgery
after completing chemotherapy and is
doing very well.  

“The Breast Art Show Ever” is
open to the public and will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 6 from 6 to 9 p.m. at
Sage Moon Originals, located at 116
E. Fourth St.in Loveland. Refresh-
ments will be served. For more infor-
mation, call 970-461-8866.

Arts & Entertainment
Event Calendar

Berthoud
Christmas in Berthoud 2008,
check the list of events at
www.christmasinberthoud.org.

Wildfire Community Arts Center
425 Massachusetts Ave.
970-532-5497
Dec. 6, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Dec. 7,
noon to 5 p.m. – Holiday Art Show
and Sale. Local artists present fine art
originals and prints, pottery,
handcrafted items and more.

Berthoud Dance Theatre presents
Noel Veritas at Berthoud High School,
Saturday, Dec. 13 at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. Tickets $8
for adults, $6 for seniors/students.
532-4902 

Fort Collins
Nonesuch Theater
216 Pine St.
970-224-0444 Through Dec. 21 –
“Forever Plaid” is back to spread
more holiday cheer. Tickets $20-
$29.50. Visit
www.nonesuchtheater.com.

Greeley
Union Colony Dinner Theatre
802 9th St.
970-352-2900
“Nunsense” performing through Dec.
31. Call the box office for more infor-
mation. (Several local alumni can be
seen in this production.)

Johnstown
The Colorado Candlelight Dinner
Playhouse
4747 Marketplace Dr.
970-744-3747 
Dec. 4 - March 1 – Opening of holiday
show, “Swing!” — Performances are
Wednesday through Saturday with a
6 p.m. dinner and 7:30 p.m. show,
and Sunday with a 12:30 p.m. dinner
and 2 p.m. show. Tickets range from
$36 to $59 depending on the perfor-
mance. Group packages and season
tickets are also available. Go to
www.ColoradoCandlelight.com. 

Longmont
First Congregational United
Church of Christ 
1500 Ninth Ave.
Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m. – Longmont
Chorale, Inc. presents their 2008-
2009 concert season, “Stars and
Lights of Holidays Bright” with the
Longs Peak Flute Ensemble and the
Longmont Children’s Chorale.

Loveland
Downtown Loveland
Winter Walk — Saturday, Dec. 6, 10-4
Visit Santa, shop, enjoy live music
and much more. For more information
call 635-0649.

The Loveland Museum/Gallery 
503 N. Lincoln Ave.
970-962-2410
Workshops for youth and teens. Class
information is available at
www.cityofloveland.org and at the
museum front desk.

The Rialto Theater
228 E. Fourth St.
970-962-2120 
Dec. 7, 2 p.m – Annual ‘Tis the
Season Community Sing-a-Long.
Featuring family favorites such as
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer,”
“Jingle Bells” and “Deck the Halls”
join more formal songs like “Silent
Night” and “Hark the Herald Angels
Sing.” 
Dec. 17, 7 p.m. – Holiday Classic the
“The Bishop’s Wife”
More information go to
www.cityofloveland.org.

First Baptist Church 
1003 W. Sixth St.
970-667-4418
Dec. 14, 9:30 a.m. Annual Christmas
Cantata - Don’t miss the wonderful
seasonal music presented by the First
Baptist Chancel Choir in collaboration
with a small professional orchestra,
conducted by Music Director David
McArthur. Free to the public - recep-
tion following concerts.

The Great Frame Up
The Promenade Shops at Centerra
I-25 and U.S. 34
Dec. 5, 5 – 9 p.m. Poag & McEwen
Lifestyle Centers announces “Art on
the Promenade” opening reception.
Hours from Dec. 1 – Dec. 26, 2 to 9
p.m. Thursday and Friday, 11 a.m. to
9 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday.  Hours from Dec. 27 to
Feb. 28 are 2 to 7 p.m. Friday, 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and noon to
3 p.m. Sunday. More information visit
www.loveland.thegreatframeup.com

Good Shepherd Church
3429 N. Monroe Ave.
970-581-1043
Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m. – Concert “Over the
River” includes numbers from
Beethoven, Strauss and Anderson.
Tickets are $10, $5 for students.  Visit
www.lovelandorchestra.org.

Broadway Bound Dance Academy
645 N. Denver Ave.
970-663-3133
Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m. to noon and 1 to 3
p.m. Annual Holiday Traditions Show.
Admission $1 or one nonperishable
food item.

Loveland Public Library
300 N. Adams Ave.
970-669-5201
Dec. 6, 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Dec.
7, 1 to 5 p.m. Loveland Lights –
Holiday treats, crafts, gifts, ginger-
bread house making, story telling,
dance demonstrations, music and
more. Free event.

Local man of mystery

Troy Cook

The breast art show ever

Acoustic Eidolon
shares musical
milestones
Local favorites Acoustic Eidelon will celebrate
the release of their new CD and ten years of
making beautiful music this weekend. The
Celtic and folk duo will perform at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, Dec. 5 and Saturday, Dec. 6 at the
Rialto Theatre in downtown Loveland.
Tickets are $16 or $12 for seniors and
children under 12. For more information call
962-2120. 

“Live Free” by Makeesha Fisher.

“Boobs of a Feather” by Stephanie Rayburn.


