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“It was an ‘if’ just a month ago; now
it’s a ‘when.’”

Clarke Stoesz expresses optimism
when discussing the new Ukraine orphan
hosting program he is helping bring to
Northern Colorado. His passion is evi-
dent and his knowledge is firsthand.
Clarke and wife Kris, of Berthoud, have
expanded their family with the adoption
of three children from Ukraine within
the past five years. They have merged
their advocation for these orphans with
two other like-minded families, and have
formed the Ukraine Orphan Ministries of
Grace Place Church.

This non-profit organization plans to
bring about a dozen older orphans from
the Ukraine for 2-1/2 weeks in August
and is looking for host families. “The pro-
gram is designed to give these children
exposure to a loving family setting, while
raising awareness in our community of

their plight,” says Stoesz. Many of them
speak little English, but as he goes on to
explain, “We have seen a growing number
of older adopted children in our area and
know that the language barrier soon be-
comes a very small concern.” English
translators will be available throughout
the children’s entire visit.

Poverty and alcohol abuse are the
main culprits behind the large number of
orphans in Ukraine. A national system
with a centralized database manages the
100 or so orphanages in the East Euro-
pean country that borders Russia and in-
ternational adoption is permitted. Bar-
bara Weaver, of Adoption Journey in
Lafayette, Colo., specializes in Ukrainian
adoptions and her hosting programs were
the blueprint for the one coming to
Berthoud. A joyful 100 percent of the
children included in last year’s program
are now in the process of being adopted
by U.S. families. Even though Berthoud’s
program is under the name of Grace

Place, Clarke confirms that the opportu-
nity is open to those of all denominations
or faiths. Couples are preferred at this
time due to Ukraine restrictions.

Although the ultimate goal is to give
these orphans permanent adoptive
homes, the first priority is simply hosting
a child for the duration of their visit. The
cost is little more than an airline ticket
for one child and a nominal fee of $100 to
cover background check and a mini
homestudy, but like the commercial says,
“the enrichment of one child’s life —
priceless.” If you have been considering
adoption, this is a perfect opportunity to
meet some of the children available while
opening your heart and home. As with
most international adoptions, the full
cost will run upwards of $18,000 and the
child will still need to return to Ukraine
for the duration of the adoption process.
Ukraine is one of the only countries that
does not allow pre-selection so arrange-
ments would be made to visit the orphan-
age and start the wheels in motion there.
These children in the hosting program —
ages 8 to 14 — are not as adoptable at
their age so while there are no guaran-
tees, their availability upon return is very
likely.

The biggest challenge raising these
beautiful, but abandoned children is their
independence issues borne out of sur-
vival. Although he doesn’t want to ro-
manticize the obstacles, Clarke believes a
stable and loving home is what they real-
ly need the most. Speaking from experi-
ence, he added, “Sometimes you have to
force them to be a kid, when their in-

stinct is to take care of everything them-
selves.” 

Clarke and Kris had two children,
Amanda who’s now 18 and Alex, 16,
when they decided to grow their family
via the Ukraine. Adopting independently
(without an agency), they brought Natal-
ie home in April of 2003 when she was 3-
1/2 years old, and siblings Luke and Rhya
(then 7 and 9 respectively) joined the
Stoesz’s two years ago. Spending the re-
quired time in Ukraine for the adoption
process no doubt laid the groundwork for
their current mission.

So far seven children from the orphan-
ages have been identified for the trip here
in August from the 5th through the 23rd

and four more are hopefuls. Hosting fam-
ilies and the travel expenses need to be in
place soon to provide these kids an amaz-
ing opportunity. To learn more, there will
be informational meetings held in
Berthoud on the evenings of Thursday,
June 14 and 21, although the exact time
and venue are pending based on the ex-
pected turnout. If you’re interested in
hosting or even helping with costs, con-
tact Darlene Atwood who’s currently in
process of adopting, at 970-402-4085; e-
mail dr_atwood@msn.com or Eric Car-
man at 970-691-0491; e-mail
e_carnab@comcast.net.

If helping a child in need is something
you thought about doing “someday,” then
perhaps like Clarke and the others, you
can turn that “if” into a “when.”
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Children from an orphanage in the Ukraine benefit from a hosting program
such as the one being organized by The Ukraine Orphan Ministries of Grace
Place Church.

Ukraine orphans to visit Berthoud 
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From talking star-
lings to terroriz-
ing turkeys,

Tarte’s book demonstrates
how our pets play an ex-
traordinarily wonderful
part in our lives.

Our pets have amazing
power over us; they also
have an intimate and es-
sential place, as writer
Bob Tarte discovers in his
book “Enslaved by
Ducks.” 

It started with an inno-
cent move to the Michigan
countryside. Tarte and
wife Linda were looking
for a peaceful life away
from the hustle and bustle
of Grand Rapids. After the move an-
other seemingly innocent purchase of
a pet rabbit resulted in a flood of ani-
mals Tarte is unable to hold back.  

Tarte noticed anecdotes about
parakeet dramas and rabbit riots be-
gan slipping into the music column he
writes for “The Beat” magazine. Real-
izing that the subject was not relevant
in any way to music, Tarte, who want-

ed to get the stories on pa-
per, wrote his first book,
“Enslaved by Ducks.”

A cute little dwarf
Dutch rabbit was Tarte
and Linda’s first experi-
ment in rabbit ownership.
Unknown to the Tartes,
dwarf Dutch rabbits are
not known to be overly af-
fectionate and Binky, as
the rabbit was named, was
no exception. He didn’t
like to be touched and
would go to great lengths
to make sure no human
hand sullied his soft fur,
including hiding in inac-
cessible places around the
Tarte home. The Tartes

were undaunted by their new, un-
friendly fur ball, especially Linda.

The second acquisition made by the
Tartes was an orange-chin pocket par-
rot named Ollie, with an affinity for
attacks on unsuspecting fingers, toes,
faces, etc. Though the tiny green par-
rot was supposed to be a gift for the
Tartes, the little bird turns out to be a
pain in the derrière. A precocious

African grey parrot comes next and
along with several more rabbits and a
handful of parakeets.

Tarte soon finds himself construct-
ing duck and geese pens, nursing sick
turkeys, saving starling chicks, clip-
ping rabbit teeth, fostering baby birds
and much, much more. Despite the
craziness of his animal-controlled ex-
istence, Tarte finds the happiness he
has been seeking his entire life. 

Though I seldom laughed out loud,
the book is filled with endearing and
sometimes humorous episodes. Tarte
has a strong ability to describe a scene
or incident in a truly unique manner,
as this line from the chapter involving
a sick goose named Liza, aptly proves: 
“Dr. Fuller greeted me in the exami-
nation room, then led me through se-
cret doorway and into the inner re-
cesses of the clinic. Guided by
flickering torchlight, we trudged
through miles of winding corridors be-
fore ending up in a squeaky-clean hos-
pital area where hard-luck cases re-
ceived constant care. Liza trumpeted
a hello before I spotted her in the sec-
ond tier of a shiny aluminum-sided
high-rise of pens that somehow re-

minded me of restaurant ovens. I half
expected to find our goose resting on a
bed of wild rice.”

Occasionally Tarte comes across as
a whiny and slightly pathetic individ-
ual; I believe this is his attempt at hu-
mor through self-deprecation, howev-
er, it becomes slightly overplayed.
There are also several occurrences
where Tarte’s story gets a bit perplex-
ing. For instance, he makes reference
to his wife Linda’s 11 year-old son’s
encounter with a raccoon; it is obvious
that it is not his son and that the rac-
coon incident happened long before
Tarte married Linda, but the son is
never again mentioned, leaving the
reader to await the son’s reintroduc-
tion or explanation to no avail. 

In spite of these pitfalls, “Enslaved
by Ducks” is an entertaining read for
the animal lover. Tarte not only cap-
tures the essence of pet ownership,
but also the crippling sense of loss we
feel when a pet dies. I recommend it
to anyone who has voluntarily become
enslaved by their pets   

To see photographs of the Tarte
family pets and to learn more about
the book visit

www.enslavedbyducks.com. Tarte’s
second book, “Fowl Weather” has re-
cently been released. 
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Oops ... Show
Jo is locally
available

Our recent article about local author
Charlie Buckley failed to mention that
you can purchase her “Show Jo” books
right here in Berthoud. 

Keep Sharp, “Berthoud’s Only Game
& Toy Store,” carries the children’s
books at 310 Mountain Ave., lower level,
or online at www.keepsharp.com. 

We apologize for the oversight as we
encourage you to save the drive and keep
your shopping dollars at home.

“Enslaved by Ducks”
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How one man went from the head of the
household to the bottom of the pecking order 


