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By Heidi Kerr-Schlaefer
The Surveyor

Saratoga, Wyo. — Three hours by car
from Berthoud. For the couple looking
for a little rest and relaxation, or the
family looking for a little pool time. 

We visited Saratoga last year in late
May. While the Front Range was bud-
ding with new life, the scenic route to
Saratoga, through the Snowy Range
was still closed, and we had to take I80,
which provides vistas of windmills and
Wyoming’s quickly expanding oil and
gas industry.

Situated in the Platte Valley, along
the banks of the North Platte River,

with harsh windy winters and short
summers, it takes a hardy type of per-
son to live in Saratoga year-round. With
a population of fewer than 2,000, it can
still be described as a one-horse town. 

We stayed for two nights at the
Saratoga Resort and Spa (formerly the
Saratoga Inn). The hotel was built in
1949, and a stay at the resort feels like a
step back in time. We had a comfortable
queen suite in the main lodge, with a
bedroom, bathroom and separate dining
and sitting area. 

The grounds of the hotel are the real
reason people stay here. With a 70-foot
natural hot springs pool and smaller

private tepee-covered pools, you can tru-
ly soak away your stress at the Saratoga
Resort and Spa. Hot springs can be
found all over the Platte Valley, and this
is why the Native American’s called the
area, “the place of magic waters.”

The temperature in the resort’s pool
range from hot to hotter, but this does
discourage determined children from
enjoying pool time. Early mornings
were the perfect time to take a quiet
dip. In May, evenings were still brisk,
and we spent these chilly nights on the
large porch, reading in front of the roar-
ing fireplace.  

We enjoyed an inexpensive round of
golf at the resort’s own Pines Golf Club,
though the greens were still a bit rough
from a wild winter. So early in the sea-
son, deer were our only companions on
the 3,269 yard nine-hole course, con-
structed in the 1950s. 

For dinner everyone in Saratoga rec-
ommends The Wolf
(www.wolfhotel.com). Built in 1883, The
Wolf Hotel is the crown jewel of Sarato-
ga’s downtown. The hotel rooms are up-
stairs, while the first floor houses the
much-loved restaurant and saloon.
While having a pre-dinner drink in the
authentic saloon, complete with swing-
ing bar doors, it feels as though the
“wild west” still lives. 

The restaurant has an ambiance sim-
ilar to dining at grandma’s house, with
lace curtains and pink lampshades. The
dinner menu features steaks and
seafood. My advice is to come hungry,
real hungry. Portions are generous and
include one trip through the salad bar.
Dinner entrees range from $15 to $25,
and jeans and a cowboy hat are common
attire.  

On our first day, we ate breakfast at

our resort’s Silver Saddle Restaurant. It
was good, but our best breakfast experi-
ence in Saratoga was at Lollypops. We
discovered Lollypops by overhearing a
conversation in the hot springs pool
about “the world’s best eggs Benedict.”
It turns out Lollypops is a popular place,
and the adorable little soda shop style
restaurant was packed. Despite all the
delicious items on Lollypops’ menu, we
both ordered the eggs Benedict, and
they really were the best eggs Benedict I
have ever had. Our two meals, plus two
cups of terrific coffee came to less than
$20. 

With a wide offering of activities,
such as rafting, canoeing, birding, golf-
ing, fishing, hunting, snowmobiling,
cross country skiing, hiking, mountain
biking, museum browsing, or simply
soaking your cares away in the hot
springs, Saratoga, Wyo., is a great week-
end getaway. 

Heidi’s Hints: Rates at the Saratoga
Resort and Spa run from $130/night to
$200/night depending on the time of
year. The resort frequently offers spe-
cials. Currently, stay two nights and re-
ceive 50 percent off the second night, or
stay three nights and receive the third
night free. Check their Web site
(www.saratogaresortandspa.com), or
call 800-594-0178, for up-to-the-minute
specials. 

The resort’s Healing Waters Spa has
a laid back environment. I enjoyed pick-

ing out my own essential oils for my
therapeutic massage. An hour massage
is $75. 

The rooms at the resort do not have
refrigerators. I recommend packing a
small cooler for cold drinks or poolside
snacks. The Snowy Pub, located in the
resort next to Silver Saddles Restaurant
is a fun place for an evening pint and a
game of billiards. 

Golfing the Pines Golf Course, located
adjacent to the Saratoga Resort &
Spa. Green fees are affordable and
early in the season you may see
more wildlife than other golfers. 

Beyond Berthoud:
A Saratoga weekend

Lollypops, located in Saratoga, Wyo.,
is the home of the world’s best eggs
Benedict, as declared by the many
people who have eaten them.
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The natural hot springs pool and private tepee pools at the Saratoga Resort &
Spa in Saratoga, Wyo.

The famous Wolf Hotel and home to the famous Wolf Restaurant & Saloon.
The Victorian building is the centerpiece of the town.

Berthoud
Berthoud High School
“Little Women” April 16, 17 & 18 at
7 p.m. in auditorium. Look for
upcoming preview of the spring BHS
production.

Wildfire Community Arts Center
425 Massachusetts Ave.
532-5497
Visit wildfirearts.org for a catalog of
winter classes that include tap, hip
hop, ballet, ballroom and art.

Fort Collins
OpenStage Theatre
Lincoln Center Mini
Theater
417 W. Magnolia
970-221-6730
www.openstage.com
“Anon(ymous),” an
American reinvention
of the Odyssey
performing April 4
through May 2.

Greeley
Union Colony Dinner Theatre
802 9th Street
970-352-2900
UCDinnerTheatre@aol.com
“Out of Order” performs April 3
through May 17.

Johnstown
The Colorado Candlelight Dinner
Playhouse
4747 Marketplace Dr.
970-744-3747 
www.ColoradoCandlelight.com
“A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline” runs
March 6 through May 31. 

Longmont
Longmont Theatre
513 Main St.
303-772-5200
www.longmonttheatre.org
“Deathtrap” Ira Levin's murder
comedy about a once-
successful mystery drama
writer who announces that
he would commit murder
to get another hit on
Broadway. There follows a
complicated game of
murderous, musical
chairs, keeping audiences
on the edge of their seats.

Rated PG13 for mature
themes. April 17 through
May 2. 

Loveland
Downtown Loveland
A Night on the Town. April 10, 6 - 9
p.m. Shopping, art and more, each
second Friday. Information: 
635-0649.

The Loveland Museum/Gallery 
503 N. Lincoln Ave.
970-962-2410
www.cityofloveland.org

“Wild, Wild World of Art” Thompson
School District annual student show,
runs through March 29.

Governor’s Art Show, April 11
through May 17.

The Rialto Theater
228 E. Fourth St.
970-962-2120
www.cityofloveland.org.

Rosemary the Celtic Lady,
back by popular demand
April 2, 7 p.m.

Loveland Dance Academy
presents “This One’s for
the Girls” April 11, 
7 p.m.

The Phyllis Walbye Film
Series presents: “The

Visitor” April 15, 7 p.m.

Loveland Choral
Society presents
“Voices of Broadway”
April 24 through May
3. See Website for
times.

Audition notice:
The Candlelight Dinner Playhouse will hold auditions for the

musical “The Wizard of Oz” on Monday, April 13, 2009, at the theater.
This production will be directed by Peter F. Muller and choreographed
by Brian Burron, with musical direction by Troy Schuh.

Roles are available for equity and non-equity actors, singers and
dancers. Auditions are by appointment only and can be made by calling
the box office at (970) 744-3747. 

Equity appointments are from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Open audition appoint-
ments are from 12:30 to 3 p.m. Children's auditions (age 18 and under) are from 3 to 5 p.m..

Auditioners should prepare 16 bars of two contrasting songs in the musical theater style.
Bring Headshot/Resume and sheet music in the key in which you will be singing. An accom-
panist will be provided. No taped accompaniment or a capella singing will be accepted.
Equity members must have current ID card. The roles of the Scarecrow, Tinman and Lion have
been cast. If interested in the role of Dorothy, you should be between the ages of 14-25.

The Wizard of Oz opens on June 5, 2009, and runs through August 23, 2009. Rehearsals
will begin in mid May. For more information on the Candlelight Dinner Playhouse, visit the
Web site at Coloradocandlelight.com.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EVENT CALENDAR

The Lincoln Center Galleries will
host the 18th Annual National Art Ex-
hibition organized by the Artists Asso-
ciation of Northern Colorado (AANC).
Opening on Saturday, April 4, this
perennial favorite features local, re-
gional and national artists working in
drawing, painting, print making, pho-
tography and sculpture. The exhibit
runs through Friday, May 8, 2009.

From over 800 entries, 134 works
from 116 artists representing 22 states
and British Columbia, Canada, were se-
lected by this year’s juror, Arleta Pech.
Ms. Pech is a nationally recognized wa-
tercolorist, has written the best-selling
art book “Painting Fresh Florals in Wa-
tercolor,” and is now working on a book
on oil painting still life. The juror will
also select award winners from the ex-
hibition, with AANC contributing over
$8,000 in awards, prizes and scholar-
ships.

The artworks on display are also
available for sale. Proceeds from the
sale and lecture tickets support scholar-
ships that are awarded by AANC to lo-
cal Colorado State University and high
school art students. Scholarship win-
ners also have the honor of displaying
their work in the exhibition. 

Arleta Pech will present a lecture on
“Marketing Your Artwork” from 3:30 to
5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 10 at the Lin-
coln Center. Tickets for the lecture are
$25 and can be reserved at www.artist-
sassoc.com. Immediately following the
lecture, a free-to-the-public catered re-
ception will be held from 5 to 8 p.m.
Award winners will be announced at
the reception with an awards presenta-
tion starting at 6:30 p.m.

For more information, please contact
Corynne Hilbert, coryjn@earthlink.net.

Artwork of participating artist Ellen
Woodbury of Loveland.

Oldest artists group
in the region presents
large juried show
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